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PLANNING FOR THE NEXT STEP TOWARD GRADUATION 
BASTROP MIDDLE SCHOOL 
COURSE SELECTION GUIDE 

2008-2009 
 
 
Bastrop Middle School offers both 7th and 8th graders a comprehensive course selection guide to 
enable them to receive the required courses as outlined by the State of Texas in the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills required curriculum and enrichment curriculum.   
 
Bastrop Middle School’s daily schedule consists of the A/B block offering Language Arts and 
Mathematics daily.  Science and Social Studies are offered on alternate days throughout the 
school year.  All core courses are scheduled for students for the entire school year.   
 
Enrichment courses, commonly called electives, are offered to students in both grades.  Some 
enrichment courses require prior instructor approval.  Courses that require prior instructor 
approval are band courses, Choir, and Gifted/Talented elective courses. 
 
BMS also offers students that need additional academic support in preparation for the state 
mandated tests referred to as the Texas Academic Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) tests.  
Enrollment in these additional academic support classes is based on prior student performance on 
previous TAKS scores and BISD Academic Target assessments.  It is our goal to have every 
student perform successfully on our required TAKS tests, and enrollment in these academic 
support classes is one of our initiatives to help prepare those students for the state mandated 
tests. 
 
Students may request a change in course selections for the Fall ’08 semester beginning with the 
first ten instructional days of each semester.  Fall semester schedule changes may be requested 
from Monday, August 25, 2008 through Monday, September 8, 2008.  Spring semester schedule 
changes may be requested from Tuesday, January 6, 2009 through Monday, January 19, 2009.  
Students requesting changes will be required to turn in a schedule request form with a parent 
signature to the counseling center.  These changes will be granted provided there is available 
space in the requested course and a parent or guardian’s signature is on the request form.  
Changes due to scheduling errors only may be requested.  This, however, does not include 
requesting specific teachers or specific class periods to be with friends. Other changes require 
principal approval.   
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The Advanced Placement Program 
 

What are Pre AP Courses? 
 
The Pre-Advanced Placement (AP) Program allows motivated students the opportunity to 
prepare for college-level studies while they are still in middle school.  When students enroll in 
AP courses in High School, they may receive college credit, from thousands of colleges and 
universities that participate in the Advanced Placement Program.  Approximately 11,000 high 
schools in the United States, Canada and overseas teach AP courses and offer the annual 
examinations.  About 2,900 colleges and universities grant credit and advanced placement to 
entering students whose AP grades meet their requirements.  
 
Pre-AP courses make substantial academic demands on students.  Most courses are a full year in 
length.  Students are required to do considerable outside reading and complete one or two 
semesters in their entirety. Students will no longer have a six weeks window to consider 
dropping the course. Pre AP and AP courses can be dropped at semester only or with the 
first 10 days of each semester.  Students who enroll in the AP courses are expected to take 
the advanced placement exam.  Assignments that will demonstrate the analytical skills and 
writing abilities are expected of first-year students in a college program.  Students who 
successfully complete Pre-AP courses in middle school receive the following important benefits: 
 

·  Pre-requisite skills necessary for potential success in AP courses during high school 
·  College credit for courses and examinations successfully taken in high school 
·  Exemption from some introductory college courses, thus permitting students to move 

more quickly into advanced classes 
·  Motivation to attempt more challenging courses in high school and college 
·  The opportunity to develop in a high school environment, the study skills and habits they 

will need in college 
·  The confidence they can meet college requirements 
·  Reduction of college costs and time to obtain a degree 

 
Additionally, when Pre-AP students reach college, they typically take additional courses in the 
academic areas of their AP courses.  They also tend to achieve higher grade point averages, earn 
double majors, and go on to graduate at a rate double that of their non-AP peers.  The exposure 
to college-level courses while in middle school strengthens students’ self-confidence, enabling 
them to meet the demands of college. 
 
Pre-AP Courses are offered to seventh and eighth graders.  Pre-AP courses promote the 
appropriate development at each grade level of the reading and study skills required for success 
in AP courses.  Like the AP courses, Pre-AP courses are academically enriched at each 
grade level and require each semester completed in its entirety.  Pre-AP courses challenge 
students to develop their analytical and critical thinking abilities.  
 
For additional information regarding the Pre-AP courses offered at Bastrop Middle School, 
please see the counselor. 
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Academically challenged students receive additional support through the special education 
department and may be enrolled in courses to address their specific learning needs as determined 
by the Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) meetings.   
 
As outlined in the BISD Board Policy EIE, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on 
an overall average of 70 on a scale of 100 based on course-level, grade level standards (Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for all subject areas and a grade of 70 or above in three 
of the following areas:  language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 7 & 8  
 
LANGUAGE ARTS REGULAR  
Grades offered:  7 and 8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A & B days 
 
Language Arts classes at Bastrop Middle School are offered everyday on the A/B block.  These 
core classes teach traditional grammar and mechanics (spelling, capitalization, and punctuation), 
which are applied in the writing process.  Composition techniques are practiced as well as 
research paper content and form.  All basic reading skills are taught using a variety of sources, 
such as literature textbooks, novels, magazines, and newspapers.  All TAKS objectives specified 
for these grade levels are covered as well as TAKS test format drills to familiarize students with 
the state test forms.   
 
LANGUAGE ARTS PRE-AP  
Grades offered:  7 and 8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A & B days 
 
These courses are available to students who are self-motivated and willing to take responsibility 
for completing more challenging course work.  This includes increased work at home, special 
projects each grading period, and regular book reports and/or analyses.  At various points reading 
lists are provided.  The focus on knowledge and skills necessary for success in later Pre-
Advanced Placement and Advanced Placement English courses is emphasized.  
 
While all TAKS objectives are covered, these courses do not address TAKS remediation and do 
not offer TAKS test format drills.  Students who have not had success on previous TAKS 
reading and writing tests are strongly encouraged to enroll in the regular language arts class.   
 
 
READING 180 
Grades offered:  7 and 8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A & B days 
 
This course focuses on reading with a strong emphasis on TAKS reading objectives.  Students 
are placed in this course based on unacceptable performance on the previous year’s TAKS test.  
Students not successful on either 6th grade or 7th grade TAKS reading state mandated testing 
shall be enrolled in this course in lieu of one enrichment elective.  This class takes up two 
enrichment electives within the instructional day.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 7 & 8 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
American History provides an in-depth examination of American history from earliest times 
through the present with emphasis on events through the Civil War and reconstruction.  The 
course identifies major themes in American history and explains their importance at each stage 
of development of the nation.  American History also conveys a sense of the breath of experience 
and influence that have shaped the United States.  All TAKS objectives specified for this grade 
level are covered as well as TAKS test format drills to familiarize students with the state test 
forms.   
 
AMERICAN HISTORY-Pre-AP 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
These classes follow TEKS objectives; however, these are project-driven classes with a strong 
emphasis on research and writing skills.  The quality and quantity of the student work is higher 
than regular history. 
 
TEXAS HISTORY 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Texas history presents the unfolding story of Texas from earliest civilizations to modern times.  
Special emphasis will be given to the study of specific topics, including:  geography, Spanish 
exploration and settlement, Stephen F. Austin and Anglo-American colonization, the Texas 
Revolution, the Republic of Texas, and the many ethnic and cultural groups represented in 
Texas.  Texas History also identifies major American history themes in order to prepare students 
for the 8th grade TAKS test.  These themes, which Texas and the United States history have in 
common, include government, the Mexican War, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. 
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TEXAS HISTORY-Pre-AP 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Texas history presents the unfolding story of Texas from earliest civilizations to modern times.  
Special emphasis will be given to the study of specific topics, including geography, Spanish 
exploration and settlement, Stephen F. Austin and Anglo-American colonization, the Texas 
Revolution, the Republic of Texas, and the many ethnic and cultural groups represented in 
Texas.  Texas History also identifies major American history themes in order to prepare students 
for the 8th grade TAKS test.  These themes, which Texas and United States history have in 
common, include government, the Mexican War, the Civil War, and Reconstruction.  Pre-AP 
Texas History is a project-driven class with strong emphasis on research and writing skills. 
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MATH 7 & 8 
 
MATH-7 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A and B days 
 
This course provides for basic 7th grade math skills and problem-solving.  TAKS preparation is 
emphasized throughout the year.  Pre-algebra skills are introduced. 
 
 
MATH-7 Pre-AP 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A and B days 
 
This course provides for the use of problem-solving approaches to understand and practice 8th 
grade mathematical concepts.  Major emphasis is placed on solving algebraic equations with 
whole numbers, decimal, fractions, and integers.  Testing strategies and preparation for the 
TAKS test are continually practiced throughout the year.  Successful completion of this course is 
highly recommended before taking Algebra in the 8th grade. 
 
 
MATH-8 Pre-Algebra 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A and B days 
 
This course provides for the use of problem-solving approaches to understand and practice 
regular mathematical concepts.  TAKS preparation is emphasized throughout the year and pre-
algebra concepts are covered in-depth. 
 
 
MATH COMP 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Math comp is a course designed to assist students that need additional mathematics support to 
prepare for the 8th grade TAKS test.  Emphasis is placed on the TAKS mathematics objectives.  
Students not successful on 7th grade TAKS math state mandated testing shall be enrolled in this 
course in lieu of one enrichment elective. 
 
 
 



BMS Course Selection Guide  9 

  
 

ALGEBRA 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on both A and B days 
 
This course is designed to give high school state graduation credit for Algebra I.  The 
following topics will be covered: brief and condensed review of pre-algebra concepts, 
simplifying expressions, solving multiple-step single variable equations, solving and graphing 2-
variable equations/functions.  Each topic will include real world applications.  The Texas 
Instrument (TI) graphics calculator will be used for many topics during the second semester.  
Recommended prerequisites include:  passing score on diagnostic test, successful completion of 
7th grade Pre-AP math and teacher approval.  Students not attending BMS as 7th graders and not 
enrolled in a Pre-AP mathematics class must score a passing grade on the diagnostic test. 
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SCIENCE 7 & 8 
 
SCIENCE-7 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course uses a laboratory and lecture approach to introduce the general science themes of 
systems, change, patterns, interactions, and cycles centering content around living organisms.  
Basic topics in physical science, ecology, and biology will be covered. 
 
SCIENCE-7 Pre-AP 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This class follows TEKS objectives; however, it is a project-driven class with a strong emphasis 
on research and writing skills.  The quality and quantity of the student work is higher than 
regular science. 
 
SCIENCE-8 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course uses a laboratory and lecture approach to introduce the general science themes of 
systems, change, patterns, interactions, and cycles centering around the Earth and environmental 
processes.  Basic topics in geology, astronomy, meteorology, chemistry, and oceanography will 
be covered. 
 
SCIENCE-8 Pre-AP 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This class follows TEKS objectives; however, it is a project-driven class with a strong emphasis 
on research and writing skills.  The quality and quantity of the student work is higher than 
regular science. 
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SCIENCE-CSI 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Science Comp. is designed to enhance students’ understanding of TAKS tested science concepts.  
This is accomplished through exciting, hands-on experiences such as forensic 
investigation and the Texas Wildlife Associations LANDS program, and content specific team 
work.  Students focus on becoming good problem solvers using scientific inquiry and test taking 
skills/strategies. This course is offered to students that need additional scientific knowledge for 
TAKS success.   
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FINE ART ELECTIVES 7 & 8 
 
 
ART 
Grades Offered:  7 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Art I is a one semester art class developed for beginners.  The emphasis is placed on 
understanding the art elements and developing drawing skills.  Various mediums will be 
explored as well as lessons about famous artists, cultures, and historical periods.  Creativity and 
self expression is encouraged. 
 
ART II 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Art II is a one year course designed for 8th grade students who excelled in Art I.  Emphasis is 
placed on understanding the elements of art and the continued development of drawing and 
painting skills.  New mediums, techniques and lessons are presented that build on the skills and 
concepts learned in Art I. 
 
BAND-WOODWINDS 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course will include flute, clarinet and alto sax players.  This full year course is an extension 
of 6th grade band.  Outside of class participation is required. 
 
BAND-WIND ENSEMBLE 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This is the varsity University Interscholastic League (U.I.L) band class.  It is audition/ability 
based and by invitation only.  Outside of class participation is mandatory. 
 
BAND-BRASS CLASS 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course will include trumpet, French horn, baritone and tuba players.  This full year course is 
an extension of 6th grade band.  Outside of class participation is required. 
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BAND-INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This full year course is open to any 8th grade band student.  This class is not audition/ability 
based.   
 
BAND-PERCUSSION CLASS 
Grades offered:  7 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course would include percussionists only.  This full year course is an extension of 6th grade 
band.  Outside of class participation is required. 
 
BAND-SYMPHONIC BAND 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This is the non-varsity University Interscholastic League (U.I.L.) band class.  This full year 
course is open to 8th grade band students and is an extension of 7th grade band classes.  Outside 
of class participation is mandatory.  It is audition/ability based and by invitation only. 
 
DANCE 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Students will acquire fundamental skills in dance, explore creative expression, and develop 
knowledge of dance terminology and techniques.  Dress requirements:  black leotards and black 
bikers or tights. 
 
CHOIR 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Choir is a one semester course that will acquaint student with singing and the musical scale.  No 
audition required.  No solo singing required.   
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CHOIR II 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Choir II is a one semester course to prepare students for Varsity Choir.  Concert singing is 
required.  Solo singing is optional.  Prerequisite is Choir. 
 
JUNIOR VARSITY CHOIR 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Year 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Junior Varsity Choir is open to 7th and 8th graders upon recommendation from their previous 
choir director.  Students must demonstrate knowledge of sight-reading.  Concert singing is 
required.  Solo singing is recommended. 
 
VARSITY CHOIR 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Varsity Choir is an 8th grade choir to which Choir and/or Choir II are pre-requisites.  Concert 
singing required.  Contest singing required.  This is a course for which you must be academically 
eligible to participate in competitions and contests. 
 
 
BACH TO ROCK 
Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Bach to Rock is an overview of art, music, architecture and politics from the Baroque period to 
the present.  Be prepared to view and discuss music, art and architecture and the political 
circumstances which birthed them.  [What do Mozart and Evanescence have in common?]  The 
course of study begins in German and Baroque period, travels through the Blues Ragtime, Jazz, 
Folk Music, Rock and Roll, and all the way to Rap and the ‘happenings’ through each era of 
music.   
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THEATRE ARTS 
 

Grades offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Theatre Arts encourages self-expression through a study of interpretive speaking, and dramatic 
interpretation.  The student will participate in many different areas of Theatre which includes 
Improvisation, Pantomime, Radio and Readers Theatre, and Puppetry.  Students will perform 
Duet Scenes and Monologues that emphasizes in-depth development of audition and 
performance skills. 
 
THEATRE ARTS II 
Grades offered:  8 
Length:  One Year  
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Theatre Arts II is an advanced level course that emphasizes in-depth development of the 
individual actor and the honing of audition and performance skills.  It focuses on the presentation 
of a final dramatic production.  Facets of producing a one-act play including staging, property 
maintenance, lighting, and acting are introduced in this course.   
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COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES 7 & 8 
 
COMPUTER LITERACY 
Grades Offered:  7  
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This one semester course is required for all middle school students and is usually taken during 
the seventh grade.  A small number of 8th graders may be enrolled in this course if they did not 
take the course during their 7th grade year. 
 
 
DESIGN AND DISCOVERY 
Grades Offered:  7  
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
One semester course designed to provide hands-on, inquiry-based experience with identifying 
and designing creative solutions to everyday problems.  Students are introduced to fundamental 
design and engineering concepts and follow a design process that leads to building real 
prototypes of their ideas.  Some work will be done on the computer. 
 
 
DIGITAL GRAPHICS & ANIMATION 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
In this one semester course, students are introduced to computer graphics, technology concepts, 
and terminology applicable to graphic design.  Students will use the computer’s set of tools to 
product and edit digital design projects. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One Semester Course offered in both the fall and spring 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Students in this one semester course are introduced to programming concepts and problem-
solving using a fun 3D language called Alice that uses a drag and drop interface.  Students will 
create their own interactive stories, animations, games, music and art. 
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VIDEO TECHNOLOGY 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Two semester course that emphasized the different jobs needed to produce a newscast or 
successful video.  Students will be responsible for videotaping events, writing scripts, editing 
tapes, and adding audio and voice-over to the tapes.  Class performs periodic productions that are 
shown by closed circuit at the campus. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES 7 & 8 
 
ATHLETICS  
Grades Offered:  7 and 8 
Length:  One or Two Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Students participate in athletic competition against other schools.  Boys compete in football, 
basketball and track.  Girls compete in volleyball, basketball and track.  After school practice is 
required for all sports.  Students will participate in off-season when sport is not in session.  
Participation in the BMS athletic program is a privilege and not a right. Soccer and track practice 
will be held after school for both males and females. Students participating in the BMS athletic 
program will be held to a higher level of acceptable behavior. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
Grades Offered:  7 and 8 
Length:  One or Two Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Two semesters are required in which students will participate in a variety of activities designed 
to promote life-long sports and physical fitness.  Dance or athletics may be substituted for PE 
requirements; however, the students may not take Athletics or Dance and PE at the same time.  
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OTHER ELECTIVES 7 & 8 
 
AIDE 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One or Two Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Students learn work habits by performing clerical duties within the school.  A student may be 
assigned to a teacher, administrator, counselor, or librarian to perform duties associated with the 
function of the school.  Students must be dependable and must be able to keep information 
confidential.  An application must be completed and turned in by Friday, May 23, 2008.  
Requirements for student aides are as follows: 

·  Students must have a grade of 70 or better in ALL classes 
·  Students must have excellent attendance (no more than 5 full days of absences the 

previous year) 
·  Students must arrive to school and class on time 
·  Students must have a good disciplinary record (no ISS or suspensions) 

 
 
COMMUNICATION-7 
Grades Offered: 7 
Length:  One Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
Communications is a one semester course in which the student learns the ability to communicate 
publicly.  This course helps students to improve skills of expression, communication, 
interpretation, vocalization, and listening.  Students enrolling in Communication-7 will not be 
allowed to count this course for high school graduation credit. Students may enroll in 
Communication -7 as a 7th grader and then take Communication Applications as an 8th grader for 
high school graduation credit.  Although this is not recommended, students wishing to pursue a 
career in the broadcast/media industry may want to consider this option.  
  
 
COMMUNICATION APPLICTIONS 
Grades Offered: 8 
Length:  One Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course is designed to give ½ high school state graduation credit for Communication 
Applications. This course will examine the communication process from various aspects such as 
verbal and non-verbal communication, listening, one-to-one communication, and group 
communication.  Students will be expected to identify, analyze, develop and evaluate 
communication skills needed for success in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and 
general presentations.  Students can expect to develop self-confidence when speaking and to 
improve on through and organizational skills.  
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HEALTH-7 
Grades Offered: 7 
Length:  One Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This one semester course is required for all middle school students. Students taking health as a 
7th grader will not be allowed to count this course as high school credit.  Students may enroll in 
Health -7 as a 7th grader and then take Heath-HS as an 8th grader for high school graduation 
credit.  Although this is not recommended, students wishing to pursue a career in the medical 
field may want to consider this option.  
 
HEALTH-HS 
Grades Offered: 8 
Length:  One Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course is designed to give ½ high school state graduation credit for Health.  This course 
provides opportunities for students to acquire facts, develop proper attitudes, and establish 
practices and habits that will contribute to personal, family and community health.  Topics 
include wellness, mental health, nutrition, first aid, consumer education, environmental health, 
diseases, substance abuse, tobacco use, AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases, and human 
sexuality. 
 
 
GIFTED/TALENTED CLASS-CREATIVITY 
Grades Offered:  7 & 8 
Length:  One or Two Semester Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
The GT Creative class is offered to those students identified as GT.  Students enrolled in this 
course will utilize their talents and gifts in creating learning tools for use at Bastrop Middle 
School.  Students will research; develop critical thinking skills through logic and problem-
solving activities and independent research.  Instructional strategies are intended to be flexible 
enough to allow students to pursue their interests for an extended period of time and to allow for 
learning in collaborative groups as well.  Students interested in this elective should have strong 
motivation to pursue independent research topics, a wide variety of interests and a desire to work 
on improving their creativity and problem-solving skills.  The GT elective class is offered to 
students identified as GT in Leadership and/or Creativity only. 
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SPANISH I 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
This course is an introduction to the Spanish language.  It emphasizes the development of the 
language in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Class participation is 
essential for the development of oral proficiency.  This course is offered to 8th grade students 
for state graduation credit as one of the required foreign language credits necessary for the 
Recommended and Distinguished diplomas.  It is recommended that students enrolling in 
Spanish I have an 80 or above in their 7th grade Language Arts class. 
 
PALS 
Grades Offered:  8 
Length:  One Year Course 
Scheduled:  One period on either A or B days 
 
The PAL class is a service oriented class whose members are selected through a nomination, 
application, and interview process.  Once PAL students are selected, they undergo 30-40 hours 
of initial training.  This includes lessons on listening and communication skills, group dynamics, 
and decision-making and problem-solving skills.  PAL students serve as ambassadors for new 
students.  They promote Veteran’s Day receptions, regular visits to the Bastrop Nursing Center, 
and Caring Cubs.  In addition, PAL class members serve as mentors for their peers as well as 
younger students.  PAL students are asked to attend one training session during the summer and 
to participate in the regional PAL Conference held in Austin usually in November.  Class size 
ranges from 12 to 15 students. 
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STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER CONTRACT FOR Pre-AP Courses 
 
The student, parent, and teacher acknowledge that Pre-AP classes require more work outside of 
class than regular courses.  In Pre-AP _________________________________ this outside class 
time will average 45 minutes per day. 
 
The student, parent and teacher acknowledge that some Pre-AP courses require work over the 
summer. 
 
The student, parent, and teacher acknowledge that students who take Pre-AP courses will be 
challenged to a degree to which the student may not be accustomed.  Grades may reflect this 
level of challenge until students adjust and meet expectations.  Students and parents must 
acknowledge this differentiation between Pre-AP and regular grades. 
 
Pre-AP teachers will often provide tutorials for final test preparations and may require students 
to attend such tutorials. 
 
The student will be expected to attend all classes.  When this is not possible, the student will 
attend tutorials daily upon his/her return until the work is made-up. 
 
The student, parent, and teacher acknowledge that occasionally students realize after a short 
period of time in a Pre-AP course that he/she is better prepared for a regular course.  The student 
may request a change within the first two (2) weeks, or the teacher may request a change within 
the first six (6) weeks of the school year.  Beyond this time period, a student will remain enrolled 
in the course until the end of the semester.  (Following the first two weeks, a student may move 
to another class only if another level of that class exists.)  The student, parent, and teacher agree 
that when this occurs that the student will be expected to stay enrolled in the course until the end 
of the semester, and then at that time will be allowed to transfer into a regular course. 
 
If a student transfers to a regular class, his/her exact grade will transfer as well. 
 

 
 
 

 
Student Signature______________________________________ Date__________ 
 
Parent Signature______________________________________ Date__________ 
 
Current Teacher Signature_____________________________ Date__________ 
 
Pre-AP Teacher Signature______________________________ Date__________ 


